Practicing for the
strongest of points

By JOANNE FORD
Practice makes perfect. Although the
girls' varsity basketball team practiced
almost every day, they didn't achieve
perfection. But they did manage to attain
their goal. "We just hoped to stay in the
middle this year," said Coach Anne
Balderson. And that's exactly what they
did.
The team consisted of twelve talented
girls who "have a lot of enthusiasm and
play an excellent defense." Coach
Balderson believes that those aspects
were the team's strong points. She
continued, "I think the most outstanding
game we played this year was against
Gibbs. We beat them 62-54. It was quite
an upset."
But along with the victories came
defeats. The girls played two real
heartbreakers. One against top ranked
Clearwater Central Catholic, and the
other against eighth-ranked Seminole.
Both games were lost in overtime. The
St. Pete game was a heartbreaker too.
The Lady Tornadoes were ahead with
three seconds left, when St. Pete scored.
The girls lost by one point.
Even though the team didn't have any
extremely adept ball handlers, they had
talented girls in other areas. Both Beth
Farmer and Laura Guetzloe were the
"hot" shooters, and Kim Weaver
managed to dominate the boards for
rebounds.
"We usually play either a 2-3 or a 3-2
defense, because we're not quick
enough to play man-to-man. Next year
I'd like to have a quicker, better shooting
team," summarized the semi-satisfied
coach.
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Reaching upward, Laura Guetzloe scrambles for the
ball, trying to keep the opponents from scoring.?
B. Meyers
A Scanning the court is one of the most important
skills of a basketball player. Kim Mason waits for a
fellow teammate to make a move.
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